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STORYTELLING WITH MAPS 

There's nothing in the world more 

powerful than a good story 

In storytelling, even a map can become part of 

the story as well as videos, photos or audios.  

 

In the last years, with the spread of digital 

maps, storytelling through maps has been used 

to generate a new impact and involvement of 

users to tell stories, creating a proper new 

communication discipline:  

story maps = storytelling with maps.  



WHAT IS A STORY MAPS 

A story maps is an integrated set of digital maps, related content (legend, text, photos, 

videos, etc.) and interaction features (pan / zoom, pop-up, query, select, etc.) that make it 

an easily understandable and an immediate information and communication product. 

A story maps can give your narrative a stronger sense of place, illustrate spatial 

relationships, and add visual appeal and credibility to ideas. 
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Story maps are web applications that are easy to create using Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) technology: they allow the general public to more efficiently use the 

information contained in databases and also allow for better management of information in 

real time thanks to their dynamism and narrative vocation. 

WHAT IS A STORY MAPS 



ARCGIS STORY MAPS 

https://storymaps-arcgis.com/ 

ESRI ArcGIS online technology (https://www.arcgis.com/) is used to create story maps 

and dashboard. It is a cloud-based sharing platform that allows you to build web maps 

by integrating your datasets with a rich collection of basic geographic data with worldwide 

coverage. With these web maps it is possible to create, using appropriate templates 

available, different types of web applications, to publish and share them on the web.  



HOW TO CREATE A STORY MAPS 
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ARCGIS DASHBOARDS 

After the creation of the story maps, it was decided to also use the web applications 

of the dashboards to make different tools for viewing the datasets and related 

attributes available, in order to create simple infographics, very effective to 

communicate information to inexperienced users.  

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/ 



The increasing diffusion of story maps as a 

new communication and information channel 

allowed the Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e  

Vulcanologia to test this new technique in the 

field of seismic risk reduction. 

 

The technology of ESRI ArcGIS online 

(www.arcgis.com) led to realization of some 

story maps and dashboards to show aspects 

of our territory related to seismic and tsunami 

risk. 

 

The story maps have been also used as a 

support in daily communications on 

earthquakes together with development of the 

information platform 

INGVterremoti. 
The first gallery of story maps published by INGV 

STORY MAPS & TERREMOTI 

http://www.arcgis.com/


Since 2013, over 25 story 

maps and dashboards 

about some of the most 

important earthquakes and 

tsunamis occurred in the 

past in Italy and the 

Mediterranean have been 

published; these have been 

useful also to analyze some 

of the recent seismic 

sequences that have 

affected the Italian territory.  

 

The total views of the story 

maps and dashboards 

published were about 110 

thousand. 

The recent gallery of story maps and dashboards published by INGV 

STORY MAPS, DASHBOARDS & EARTHQUAKES 



INTEGRATION WITH INGVTERREMOTI 

Story maps and dashboards have been 

easily integrated into web and social 

communication channels INGVterremoti 

(https://ingvterremoti.com/) and represent a 

tool now necessary for disseminating 

information on ongoing seismicity, on the 

most important seismic sequences in Italy, 

on the earthquakes and tsunamis of the 

past.  

 

A section is available on the blog-magazine 

INGVterremoti.com which collects the 

main story maps and dashboards 

published in recent years.  

https://ingvterremoti.com/storymaps/ 

https://ingvterremoti.com/
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INTERACTION WITH THE PUBLIC 

Story maps e 

dashbaords have 

become a proper tool 

in the dissemination 

events that INGV 

promotes. Touch 

screens allow the 

creation of real exhibits 

where it is possible to 

interact with the public, 

demonstrating the 

potential of geographic 

information in risk 

communication.  



INTERACTION  WITH THE PUBLIC 

Interactive online 

laboratory for 

schools 

https://sottoinostripiedi-ingv.hub.arcgis.com/  




