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European Geosciences Union General 
Assembly

EGU, the European Geosciences Union, is Europe’s premier geosciences
union, dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in the geosciences and the
planetary and space sciences for the benefit of humanity, worldwide. It
was established in September 2002 and has headquarters in Munich,
Germany.

It is a non-profit international union of scientists with over 12,500
members from all over the world, has a current portfolio of 17 diverse
scientific journals, which use an innovative open access format, and
organises a number of topical meetings, and education and outreach
activities. Itsannual General Assembly is the largest and most prominent
European geosciences event, attracting over 11,000 scientists from all
over the world. The meeting’s sessions cover a wide range of topics,
including volcanology, planetary exploration, the Earth’s internal
structure and atmosphere, climate, as well as energy and resources.

Universidad Nacional
Autonoma de México

Earth sciences & Art session at EGU 2015

Egu 2015 General Assembly successfully collected more than
11,000 participants from 108 countries. More than 500 unique
scientific sessions were organized, with orals, posters and
interactive presentations
Wihin the Educational and Outreach Symposia, our session "The
use of Art in Earth education for a better planet sustainability“ was
the first of the kind and collected contributions from a variety of
countries: United Kingdom, Ireland, Germany, Italy, Portugal,
Singapore, Japan, Australia, United States of America, Brasil and
Mexico.
Presenters included artists, communicators, educators, researchers.
Their contributions illustrated techniques, methodologies,  
experiences, case studies and performances.
They addressed a wide range of issues like: 

Outreach Symposia
Since 2002 EGU established 
a Educational Symposia. The 
Symposia became more 
crowded over the years and 
in 2009 the Commission 
changed the name in 
“Educational and Outreach 
Symposia”. In 2016 the 
name has again changed to 
include the media category 
to signify that the General 
Assempbly is today covering 
all the aspects of science 
communication. The name 
for 2016 will be then: 
“Outreach, Education and 
Media Symposia” (OEM).

Above the  first Educational Symposia at EGU 2002 
included just two sessions. The sessions have grown 
throught the years reaching the numbers of 15 at EGU 2015 
. Underneath our session at EGU 2015

Earth Sciences and Art for the benefit of the planet

Did you know? In several 
research institutions already 

exixts the Artist-in-
residence, giving scientists 
the possibility to confront 

with different cultural 
domains. Of course the 

benefits of such an encouter
are mutual, since artists can 

receive from science 
inspiration for new works 

of art. 

üEmotional engagement of environmental  imagery 
and data 
üNarratives in science communication
üCommunicating science through music
üArtistic projects inspired by earth sciences
üVisual Art
üUrban geology
üCreative conservation photography
üGeosciences outreach activities 
üRole playing addressed to risk mitigation
üScience theatre for children 
üGamification

In the picture: Boundary |Time|Surface, an ephemeral sculptural installation 
created by Sydney Lancaster, artist in  residence at Green Point, NL on June 
22 2014, with the assistence of John Waldron, Professor of Geology at the 
University  of Alberta - Copyright 2014, Sydney Lancaster. All rights 
reserved.
In this case, an artistic installation helped to visualize on the surface of 
the Earth the invisible border between the two geological periods: the 
Cambrian and the Ordovician

On the right: the advertising of 
the theatrical performance To 

Space by the artist in  residence at 
Blackrock Castle Observatory in  
Cork Niamh Shaw.  A show that 

uses personal stories, highly 
visual interactive multimedia, 
engaging with the audience at 

many sensory levels. The aim is 
stimulating a debate about the 

importance of space exploration, 
also increasing awareness 

of careers in  the Geoscience and 
Space industry. Of not less 

importance is discovering new 
platforms for science in  the Arts 
and in  STEM Education, igniting 

people’s natural curiosity  in  it.

Prof. A. Negrete presenting At EGU 2015 Earth sciences 
and Art Session.

Daily carbon dioxide emissions as one-tonne spheres. In this case
DigitalArthelps stake holders visualizing the effects of industrywhen
not respectfulof the environment: an importantmission illustrated at
Egu 2015 by Ravi KapurA sequence of a video by Carbon Visuals
showing New YorkCity 's.

Starting from the Brundtland Comisión (1987)
statement that sustainable development can be
defined as “the capacity to resolve the presentneeds
withoutcompromisingfuture generationspossibilities
to resolve their own needs”, Negrete realizes that
comic strips is one of the mostpreferred media and is
the main access to reading for millions of Mexicans.
In the present case comic scrips serves the cause
encouraging the sustainable use of Mayan Nut
(brosium). (Negrete, 2013)

Isac Kerlow at EGU 
2015 presented   a 

multi-media 
installation, Sudden 

Nature, a project 
about the uneasy 

relationship between 
Man and Nature, and 
how this inescapable 

relation often 
oscillates between 

nurturing and 
destruction. The 

concept is expressed 
by means of a variety  
of media ranging from 

visual artworks an 
stenciled text to  

interactive installations 
with image and sound. 
The Unearthed Sudden 

Nature installation 
renew the theme 

already explored in  the 
2011 movie Sudden 

Nature.

Dancing sequence in Sudden Nature a short film by
Isaac Kerlow Artist in residence at the Earth
ObservatoryofSingapore

The sound track of our Session by the German band 
Eastern Rain rocking for the Climate Change reform Interested?

Follow us in our blog and related FaceBook page:

http://www.earthandart.altervista.org
In  the image above on the right Axel and Aurora the two protagonists of the teathrical
show When the sky fleshed red to  explain to  the children the interior of the Earth. A 
collaboration between the teathrical company Teatro del Sole and INGV Musacchioet al. 
(2015)
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