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INTRODUCTION  

The last twenty-five years have witnessed a flourishing of studies, research projects, educational experiments, and actions to reduce natural risks.  Our principal experiences in risk reduction activities, gained in over 

fifteen years, concerned: 

- EDURISK, an educational project for risk reduction, addressed to schools. Explicit objective of EDURISK is to promote risk awareness and the active role of citizens in its reduction; therefore, a goal of social change  

- education and psychosocial activities realized with students, teachers and citizens in the post emergencies of both the 2009 L ’ Aquila and the 2012 Po Plain earthquakes  

- training activity for the Civil Protection volunteers involved in the “ I o non Rischio ”  campaign.  

One of the most considerable problems of all these activities for risk reduction is the assessment process. Having tools and defining variables allowing the evaluation of activities put in place, by measuring the efficacy of 

the actions, is fundamental. 

In this sense, the data collected in recent years, on risk perception may represent good basis to identify the key-points to activate the process knowledge-awareness-action. 

Results of the FA describe, for each indicator considered 

in the SRP-Q ( Crescimbene et al. 2013 ) , some 

components that explain variability between the 

observed scores and the correlated variables, in terms of 

a potentially lower number of variables called factors. 

Considering the principal components of each indicator 

( H azard, Exposure, Vulnerability, People and 

Community) ,  we described these components and 

obtained useful indications to design activities that may 

improve seismic risk perception. 

2  Method  

 Hazard: size and strength of the earthquake 

( m agnitude and intensity )  and its 

forecasting/not forecasting ( c oncept of 

probability) .  

 Exposure: Deep ecology ( A. Naess, 1997) .  

Men represent only a part of the earth and 

habitat, they are not the centre of the world. 

 Vulnerability: Empirical method to assess the 

seismic vulnerability of existing buildings. 

 People and Community: role-playing on 

teamwork and cooperation and skills on 

earthquakes. 

4. Design activities and contents 

Hazard. FA indicates  two components. 

The first can be attributed to the size of 

the quake. The second component 

regards its forecasting/not forecasting. 

For Exposure FA indicates two 

components. The first can be attributed 

to the care/not care of territory. The 

second one at the number of people 

that frequent it and live on it.  

FA was not able to reduce the 

Vulnerability. In fact this indicator can 

be attributed at only one meaning "the 

seismic safety of the building".  

People and Community. FA indicates 

two components. The first regards 

cohesion and cooperation between 

people; the second one the preparation 

for a quake. 

3. Results 

We think that improving risk perception of common people is the first goal to reach in order to 

mitigate and reduce seismic risk. In this direction, since 2013, we built the Seismic Risk Perception 

Questionnaire ( SRP-Q )  to investigate risk perception  among Italian citizens. In the last three 

years we collected over 9,000 questionnaires by web ( www.terremototest.it )  and, in  2015, we 

conducted a Computer Assisted Telephone interview ( C ATI )  on a national statistical sample of 

over 4,000 people. 

1 Background  data  

In the near future, we will 

apply on small groups the 

training program and the 

activities and will evaluate if 

the risk perception scores will 

be improved. 

5. Conclusions 


