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Extended Abstract

The last century was dominated by the
creation of scientific theories: the new-
born Relativistic, Quantum and Cosmological
Theories are proper examples. The Earth
Sciences followed this trend by proposing the
principles of Plate tectonics.

On the contrary, the concept of the
Expanding Earth was not developed as a com-
monly accepted paradigm, but was an open
field of original investigations, interpretations,
and results. This innovative attitude is evident
in the different interpretations of the Pacific
and Indian oceans paleogeographical evolu-
tion; in the cosmological or incidental motor
of expansion (still to be identified); in the dif-
ferent estimates of the Earth’s radial expan-
sion. This is a positive sign of vitality: we can-
not crystallize these ideas in a few postulates
from which we may deduce all the answers,
and to which we may constrain all data. The
Expanding Planet scheme provides a common
explanation of several complex and debated is-
sues relating to Paleontology, Paleomagnetism,
Geology and Climatology.

The Workshop, through oral and poster
contributions, will cover a wide range of is-
sues in a field that, although supported by com-

pelling evidence, is still in search of a definite
and commonly accepted cause for the expan-
sion. Our final goal is to explore the Expanding
Earth concept from different scientific perspec-
tives.

Some important new entries come from
Physics and these can suitably be linked
to clues derived from Paleogeography,
Paleontology, Life Evolution, Climatology,
... etc. It is perhaps of particular significance
that these progresses in Physics, towards a
material physical space, will be presented at
the Ettore Majorana Centre, considering that
the uncle and mentor of Ettore Majorana was
Quirino Majorana, a physicist who performed
several experiments with a view to revealing
the material essence of gravity.

A group of non-expansionist researchers
in the fields of Geodesy, Oceanography and
Seismology, have accepted our invitation to de-
liver lectures to our community to clarify the
limits and show up the new ways that expan-
sionists should consider while building their
new interpretations.

The Poster session is going to be full of
high quality presentations and also of papers
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by outstanding scientists in absentia, who will
not be able to come to Erice.

The Workshop should be a forum for shar-
ing ideas and for promoting the convergence of
aims, but also given that we are the so-called
heretics in Geosciences the birthplace of new
and original ideas, possibly destined to become
the accepted conceptions in the future.
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