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Reviews on books, internet and scientific media

Open Access Repositories

Reviewed by Anne Marie de Grosbois and Anna Grazia Chiodetti
There is a strong movement by many universities, libraries and organizations to participate in the open access movement in order to provide fast, up-to-date, easy-accessible, permanent and free-of-charge sources of information for users of scholarly research.

Although many publishers and journals may allow authors to archive their work under certain conditions (there may be copyright restrictions in making an e-print freely available); other publishers are more restrictive. Open access repositories may make research available even prior to a peer-reviewed printed publication, as well as unpublished material. Here lies the challenge to discern between refereed (post-print) and non-refereed (or pre-print) material.

http://epic.awi.de/

ePIC stands for “electronic Publication Information Center” and is the official repository for publications, presentations and technology transfer items of Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research (AWI), a non-profit federally funded research center of Helmholtz Association in Germany. ePIC is an open access repository, offering not only metadata for items in the areas of geoscience, bioscience, climate science and new technologies, but also links to digital drafts of peer reviewed research journal articles, and related primary data archived in PANGAEA (Publishing Network for Geoscientific & Environmental Data).

The metadata can be searched by author, title, year, or collection. Publications, presentations and technology transfer items can also be browsed. 

AWI tries to ensure the completeness, accuracy and integrity of information, but does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility. As long as the source is credited, neither fees nor royalties are required for the use of post-prints.
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http://www.earth-prints.org/index.jsp

Earth Prints is an open access archive created and maintained by Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia, an Italian public research institution for geophysics and vulcanology, in collaboration with the Programma Nazionale Ricerche in Antartide, an Italian consortium promoting and developing research activities in Antarctica. Users may browse, search and access freely their archives, which include: theses, conference materials, posters, oral presentations, proceedings, books, book chapters, web products, manuscripts, journal articles, pre-prints and post-prints.
This repository collects, captures, disseminates and preserves the results of research in all branches of geosciences. Its main fields are categorized under the atmosphere, cryosphere, hydrosphere and solid Earth. Earth scientists may deposit electronic documents into its collections and index them by subjects and keywords. The Web site states that all deposited materials are given a time-stamp “to insure precedence rights to original ideas and scientific results. It deals with copyright issues through Creative Common standards that offer a wide variety of licenses. All deposited material is made immediately available to the public.”  The objectives of the projects are:
· Promote an international repository dedicated to the collection of documents related to highly specialized subjects with a great impact  for research and the civil protection 

· Consolidate the impact of Geophysics research on the scientific community

· Create an efficient system and fast method to disseminate the original ideas preserving the intellectual property on the contributions

· Facilitate the communication and the dialogue between scientists of different countries.
The main language of the archive is English but it also accepts documents in other languages, giving visibility to data and studies at regional scales that are indeed of general interest. If a contribution is in another language, the author(s) should provide the title, abstract and keywords in English. Documents and data produced by Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia and deposited on the archive are protected by the copyright rules of the Institution and the publisher (in case of pre-prints, or drafts of peer-reviewed scientific research articles). The archive is OAI-PMH compliant – the standard allows service-providers to harvest metadata. 
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Hornborg A and Crumley C (eds):
The World System and the Earth System: 
Global Socioenvironmental Change and Sustainability since the Neolithic

2007. Left Coast Press Inc., Walnut Creek, CA; 416 pp, 73 figs, 9 tables; Hardback: USD 75.00, GBP 47.00, ISBN 13 978-159874-100-1; Paperback: USD 34.95, GBP 19.99, ISBN 13 978-1-59874-101-8
Reviewed by Fakhry A. Assaad

The relation between society and nature has no doubt always been a central concern of human beings. The interface between human and non-human spheres of life is a pervasive theme for reflection and cosmological elaboration. In modern research, too, there is hardly a science that does not provide some perspective on the complex, multifaceted, and often problematic relation between the human and the natural. The book is one of two volumes emerging from the conference on ”World-System History and Global Environmental Change”. It tries to capture some of the trends in recent thinking about the division of social and natural sciences.

The book contains reports in which several scientists of different professional fields participate: an anthropologist; a geographer and technicalities of modeling past socio-environmental change to anticipate the future; an anthropologist and system ecologist applies a modeling framework to “world systems.” Of major concern was the flow of energy through social and natural systems; the thermodynamic perspective on the metabolism of world systems raises several relevant questions about the biophysical requisites and constraints of human societies.

World-system pulsations or cycles are discussed by a sociologist and an ecologist. Other subjects were discussed by a geologist who uses data from paleoecological studies as well as archeology and history to discuss landscape changes in north-western Europe from 4000 B.C.E to 1400 C.E. A political scientist discusses the concept of “dark ages” as reflecting periods of adjustment of imbalances in the world system. Finally, the book discusses the unequal trade within the nineteenth-century world system.

In this volume, top scholars from a wide spectrum of disciplines including Archeology, Anthropology, Geography, Ecology, Paleoscience, Geology, Sociology, and History-present and assess state-of-the-art in theory and research of the interaction between social and ecological systems. Covering ancient through modern periods, they discuss the complex ways in which human culture, economy, and demography interact with ecology and climate change.
The volume must be read by anyone interested in the human-environmental connection. Spanning the local, social, and global, back into prehistory and onward to the future, it brings the weight of history and the wisdom of experience to bear on the problems that most threaten our future.
